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World Renew embraces a 
family-centered approach to 
ending global poverty with 
food security, peace and 
justice, economic opportunity, 
community health, and disaster 
response. 

Through this whole-person intervention 

model, World Renew joins hundreds of 

thousands of families in more than 30 

developing countries to change global 

hunger, poverty, and injustice. 
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Walking with families through 

trauma care, gender equity 

training, anti-trafficking support 

and advocacy.

Bringing tools and training to 

support communities in 

sustainably harvesting food 

year-round.

Offering families immediate help 

after disaster and long-term 

capacity-building.

Creating VSLA groups to 

help families save, invest, 

and thrive.

Training families in nutrition, 

sanitation, and healthcare, 

specifically to prevent 

childhood stunting.
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5Guatemala: elevations



The first 1,000 
days of life 

will shape the 
rest of a child’s 

life.

6Guatemala
6

For Guatemala, the road to independence and

transparent democracy has been difficult. After

a time of successful social reforms and

democracy, Guatemala fell into turmoil after a

U.S.-backed coup in 1954. The 36-year civil war

left over 200,000 dead. Peace finally came in

1996, and Guatemala continues to make

political strides to end the violence, corruption,

and poverty that has so affected the lives of its

people.



World Renew has been working in Guatemala since 1976, working 

through partners that originated as diaconal ministries of the 

Presbyterian Church.

Much of this work is with communities of the Kanjobal, Kekchi and 

Quiche ethnic groups, three of the 23 Mayan indigenous groups. 

Most of these groups live in rural areas under poverty conditions, 

largely in the central and northeastern areas.

World Renew helps strengthen the local leadership in these 

communities and works with them to improve food security, 

conservation agriculture, preventative health care, and 

education. Through its work, World Renew hopes to help a country 

with a troubled recent past and rich cultural heritage discover 

opportunities and hope through Christ.
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Guatemala has the sixth-highest rate of chronic 

malnutrition (stunting) in the world; 47 percent of all 

children under five years are stunted for their age group. For 

every 1000 live births, 39 Guatemalan children die before 

their fifth birthday. These statistics are more critical in the 

rural areas and especially among Indigenous communities.

Malnutrition in childhood and pregnancy has many adverse 

consequences for child survival and long-term well-being. 

The consequences are far-reaching on the health and 

productivity of children well into their future. Health during 

the first 1,000 days – from the first day of pregnancy until a 

child’s second birthday – will shape the rest of a child’s life.
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World Renew Guatemala 

works with local partner 

organizations in community 

transformation, implementing 

various programs in the areas 

of sustainable agriculture, 

community organization, 

preventative health, adult 

literacy, and justice.
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• Train partner agencies in Care Group 

Model.

• Train 60 mother guides (promoters) and 

facilitate the organization of Care Groups.

• Groups of 10-15 volunteer, community-

based health educators in Care Groups, 

meet regularly with project staff for training 

and supervision. Each volunteer then 

commits to regularly visit 10-15 of her 

neighbours, sharing what she has learned to 

facilitate behaviour change at the household 

level.

• Mothers and families receive ongoing 

counselling to prevent illness by practicing 

good hygiene and sanitation, and by building 

latrines. 
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• Maternal and Child Health programs 

are integrated into broader 

community plans to improve nutrition 

and hygiene of families. 

• Families are encouraged to establish 

vegetable gardens and small animal 

farms to add nutrition to their daily 

meals. These programs help meet vital 

nutrition needs to support the 

physical and mental development of 

young children.

11MNCH is part of the larger community plan



12Meet Our Community Health Volunteers



13Meet the Community Health Volunteers and families!



14Community Health Volunteers sharing what they have learned….



15Meet Our Community Health Volunteers
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Thank you for 
Giving Mother’s Hope

worldrenew.ca


