
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” - Ephesians 2: 8 - 9

It’s hard to accept gifts sometimes.
Have you ever had someone give you a beautiful gift and you just felt like it was too
much?  You didn’t deserve such a gift?  I have.  My parents were always very generous
to all of us when we were children and they are still generous today - giving us presents,
things we might need or enjoy, and also the gift of their time.

I like giving gifts to people too.  It’s fun to see a friend open a gift and enjoy it - even if it
is just a candle or a plant, you know she just loves it.  A small token from me just
because I wanted to give it, not because she “earned” it.
A close friend of mine offered to paint my interior walls with me.  I’m not very good at
“cutting in” near the ceiling and I always get paint on the trim, but I felt like she shouldn’t
just GIVE her time.  But she wanted to help me.  Why is it so hard to accept a gift?  I
don’t know - it just seems like we should have to DO something to GET something.

In Acts, we read that Paul told the people:

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver
or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own
needs and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this
kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” Acts 20: 32 - 35

In this passage that says “it is more blessed to give than to receive”, we also see that
the opening line includes the word grace.  In this context, we know that grace is
something God has given us - grace and mercy, forgiveness - through His Son, Jesus
Christ.  We didn’t earn grace, it was given to us:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” - Ephesians 2: 8 - 9

The word grace is also used in our culture and society. When I hear the word “grace”, I
immediately think of quiet and calm, gentleness. Grace would make me feel peaceful
and at rest, not rushed, frazzled or upset.  Grace. Synonyms for grace: simple elegance,
courteous.  I also think of kindness - you can’t really be angry and upset AND show
grace, can you?



Talking with one of my sisters about Covid and all the restrictions, the protocols we
need to follow and how upset some people get (across the province and in Christian
churches too), she said “sometimes, we just need to show a little grace”.  How true.

Jesus freely gave His life so that all who come to Him will be saved.  Everyone who
repents and believes will be forgiven and know our Saviour.  Believing this fact, we are
able to demonstrate grace.  We can offer a little patience, even if we don’t understand
everything.

Jesus taught us to love one another:
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you,

you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”  John 13: 34 - 35

Later in the Bible, we read:
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.”  (Philippians 2: 3 - 4)

Grace.  God gave His Son as a sacrifice for our sin - not because of anything we did, but
because of His love for us.  Accept this gift, and then live your life demonstrating grace
to others too.

“I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me hath been made known
Nor why unworthy as I am He claimed me for His own”

- from the hymn “I Know not Why God’s Wondrous Grace”

Have a wonderful week,
Marsha Heeg
Worship Director
I Know not Why God’s Wondrous Grace (Worship Band) https://youtu.be/lYgm0ZeOtGA
I Know not Why God’s Wondrous Grace (a cappella) https://youtu.be/RpJ9oyxvyhs
My Worth is Not in What I Own https://youtu.be/MV5x6M38ea8
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