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We were blessed to have had several families in residence at the outset of the pandemic in 
2020. As they slowly trickled away and into the community, individuals replaced them. Of 
course, even some of them have come and gone but 
we do seem to be in a period where we are ministering 
to more singles than families. And that’s fine. 
 

  We currently have four people who come from 
diverse backgrounds but are bonded by their 
circumstances. They have formed a deep, and trusting 
connection to one another. They are growing together, 
exploring together and learning together.  
 

  It does feel like the pandemic’s hold is loosening 
though. We hope to see Canada’s borders safely open in order to allow those who are 
persecuted, homeless and afraid to get into this country and safely settle. We are preparing for 
that. We are anxious to bring our occupancy safely back to 100%. 

 

  Please join us praying that Micah House will be the Lord’s answer for those seeking refuge and 
shelter in Hamilton. That we continue to meet the primary needs of refugee claimants with 
excellence and with the love Jesus Christ has shown us all.  
 

Asking the Lord for the funds needed to complete some upgrades to the residence. We 
want to rebuild the front porch, build a stand-alone office in the backyard, install a new 
fire-escape, redesign the Site Managers’ apartment, install in-floor radiant heating in all 
the resident rooms, and put a new roof on the kitchen.  
 

Our strategy to achieve these things is prayer first but 
we also want to be stewards of action so we are hopeful 
for new grant opportunities, new monthly givers, an 
excellent Ride for Refuge October 2nd 
(https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/micahhouse) and a 
great result at our Annual Banquet.  We are also 
working on two other new points of contact we hope will 
result in prayer and financial support. 
 

Some of you have already heard of the Refugee Hearing Program (or simply the RHP). It is Micah 
House’s latest program addition and it is bearing tremendous fruit.  The RHP simulates a hearing with the 
Immigration & Refugee Board, and provides feedback to the participant regarding how well they have 

https://rideforrefuge.org/charity/micahhouse
https://www.matthewhouserhp.com/
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prepared and presented themselves. The RHP was launched in December 2020 as a pilot after much 
prayer and groundwork that began months before. The RHP team consists of just over a dozen volunteers 
including lawyers, social workers, law students and former members of the Immigration & Refugee 
Board.  Every volunteer is trained and equipped to fill their role, and that’s something participants have 
noticed and appreciated.   

 
Micah House’s role in the RHP does not stop in Hamilton. We have taken on the task of providing a 
simulation hearing for anyone in Ontario outside of the GTA. We have even had participants from 
Alberta.  At this point we have been able to meet the demand but it is a thin margin. Once the borders 
begin to open the demand for this ministry could easily double. We are praying for a team of about 60 
volunteers by the end of 2021 so that we can meet the expected need. 
 

  Micah House has a very high-function and engaged Board of Directors. Matt Thompson, Pauline 
Sanchez, Heidi Schneider, Fraser Drummond, Richard VanEgmond and Naomi Bula bring excellence and 
energy to this ministry. Please pray for God’s armour upon each of them, and that they will continue to 
serve with wisdom as they seek to fulfill the Lords’ work. 
 
  The Board is always open to new applicants. If you feel that Micah House is the kind of ministry your gifts 
fit please feel free to explore that impulse and put in a call to Scott Jones (our Executive Director) or fill 
out the application on our web page. We welcome all applicants but would cherish interest from those 
who have personal experience in Canada’s refugee system, financial capacity, legal background or real-
estate familiarity. 
 

Thank you for all your support, prayer and encouragement. Be sure to check in at www.micahhouse.ca to 
find BLOG entries, Youtube and facebook links and information about how can participate in ministry to 
newly arrived refugee claimants in Hamilton. 

 

http://www.micahhouse.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/MicahHouseHamilton

