
“When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be;
When we all see Jesus, we'll sing and shout the victory”
- lyrics from the hymn “When We All Get to Heaven” by Eliza Hewitt and Emily D. Wilson

I remember hearing this hymn for the first time at my Grammy’s church.
Because I could read music, I always liked looking through hymnals and reading through the
melodies when I went to other churches.   I loved the Anglican hymnal (The Hymnal for Worship
and Celebration) because it also included songs that we would sing at Calvinettes (GEMS) and
around the campfire - songs like “Pass it On”, “Thy Loving Kindness” and “Turn Your Eyes Upon
Jesus”.  Grammy gave me this hymnal for my birthday when I turned 14.  I would end up
playing from this hymnal often and I realized that a lot of the hymns and songs in this hymnal
were favourites of the members in our congregation too.

Music can bring us back to memories when we are young, or memories of a special time in our
lives.  Hymns and songs can bring comfort.  The lyric and melody brings our thoughts into focus
- focus on the meaning of the song or hymn - on Jesus. Resting in Jesus, our anxiety will be
diminished and we can cope a little better with the trials of the day.

We are facing trials today.
Dealing with Covid-19 and its effects on our lives is one thing, dealing with a lockdown -  having
to stay away from church, family and friends - is another thing.  Very difficult.  It’s hard to
comfort a friend properly without being able to hug, or have a coffee.  It’s hard to share in
someone’s pain and loss when you can’t be there and physically stand or sit with them. I have
been thinking of this more often over this past week, knowing that members of the ACRC
congregation are dealing with pain and loss, even death.  I am also thinking of friends and
families in the Jarvis CRC congregation - we have one member who has been on life support
for weeks, fighting Covid-19, and he is only a year younger than me.
Many of us have family and friends who are dealing with sickness and death.

Being apart from one another has its challenges. While we are all thankful for technology and
its ability to help us stay connected with email, skype, Zoom, social media and more, it’s just not
the same as being together in-person.  On this rainy day, I feel like some of us might be feeling
a little down.

And then I came across this song by Matt Redman.
In his song,“One Day”, Matt Redman writes verses and includes the chorus from that old hymn,
“When We All Get to Heaven”.  Remembering that familiar chorus, I find this new song to be so
meaningful.  As I listened to this song again today, I thought about the fact that we really don’t
know the answers.  We don’t know why one person is sick and another isn’t or one person dies
and another is cured.  We don’t have the answers, but we do know our Saviour.
Jesus is our comfort and one day we will see Him again.



Let’s comfort one another with Jesus’ words of comfort to us:

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me.
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to Myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.”
(John 14: 1 - 4)

Have a wonderful week,
Marsha Heeg
Worship Director

One Day (When We All Get to Heaven)
https://youtu.be/LGAdaGbmfFs

https://youtu.be/LGAdaGbmfFs

